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THE STOP FOR A MOMENT EXHIBITION SERIES ILLUSTRATES THE RELEVANCE OF PAINTING IN AN ENVIRONMENT DOMINATED BY ELECTRONIC MEDIA

STOP FOR A MOMENT – PAINTING AS A PLACE TO BE

in Gävle Konstcentrum, Gävle, Sweden, 2 March - 7 April, 2002
Stop for a Moment – Painting as a Place to Be is the first of three exhibitions that examine different ways of dealing with the problematics and possibilities of painting. Rather than presenting works which extend and stretch the limits of painting’s formal medium, the exhibitions examine the multifaceted ways of working with ‘painting proper’. The paintings in the exhibitions reflect and radiate a vivid awareness of the traditions in painting, its histories and current contexts and questions. 

The artists featured in Stop for a Moment – Painting as a Place to Be are

Cecilia Aaro 

Ulf Verner Carlsson 

Dag Erik Elgin

Andreas Eriksson

Maria Hall

Kristoffer Nilson

Rickard Sollman

Marianna Uutinen
Cecilia Aaro’s (1963) contribution to the exhibition consists of a painting series entitled Dorothy. The starting point for the series has been a specific scene in the film The Wizard of Oz. In an environment dominated by electronic media – and with painting as a source for many artists within that field – Aaro successfully flips the coin and appropriates film and its tradition to her paintings. Ulf Verner Carlsson (1966) exhibits works that follow the parameters of traditional painting as well as a site-specific plasticine piece. Kristoffer Nilson’s (1969) works are based on different official documents used by Gävle City Administration. They are carefully constructed pencil drawings on chalk-grounded MDF. Nilson always works in relation to the exhibition venue, this time in Gävle Konstcentrum. The works’ title System echoes the dominance of all-encompassing bureaucratic structures that surround us. 

Andreas Eriksson (1975) has chosen to question the authorship and style of the individual artist. Stylistically diverse Eriksson originals have been copied by five Swedish portrait painters and are exhibited at Gävle Konstcentrum. Dag Erik Elgin’s (1962) contribution consists of three paintings named Sinthome. Elgin has been working on the Sinthome series for several years and they illustrate effectively the mechanisms of their namesake term coined, by the psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan, which signifies a feeling that slips away the moment you try to define it. Maria Hall’s (1964) series Där (There) shows the possibilities and various means of working within the tradition of landscape painting. Her works balance between the abstract and the figurative and contain references both to the history of the genre as well providing fresh insights into the current situation. Rickard Sollman’s (1965) diptych Position functions closely in the manner of minimalist objects. In addition to being a ‘window to the world’ it illustrates painting’s capacity to induce corporeal experiences. Marianna Uutinen (1961) illuminates the questions of gender in her works named Colouring. The physicality of painting and a much-needed humour is manifest in her works included in the exhibition. 

The exhibition is initiated and produced by NIFCA in collaboration with Gävle Konstcentrum. The exhibition is curated by Kari Immonen  and Mika Hannula.

For further information, please contact:

Tuulikki Koskinen +358 (0)9 686 43 102

information@nifca.org - press images can be down-loaded from www.nifca.org
Stop for a Moment – Painting as a Place to Be will be accompanied by a 

48 page full-color catalogue with introductory essay, artists’ interviews and illustrations.

Following exhibitions in the series:

Stop for a Moment - Painting as Narrative

5 April – 15 June 2002 in Proje4L 

Istanbul Museum of Contemporary Art, Turkey

Vanessa Baird, Birgir S. Birgisson, Niklas 

Engvall, Robert Lucander, Elina Merenmies, 

Milla Toivanen and Lene Væring Jensen 

www.proje4L.org

Stop for a Moment - Painting as Presence

6 September – 27 October 2002 in
Wäinö Aaltonen Museum of Art, 

Turku, Finland
www.wam.fi

Marcus Eek, Anna Fro Vodder, Jukka Korkeila, 

John Kørner, Elina Merenmies, Tiina Elina 

Nurminen and Tal R


www.wam.fi
